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MINING SUITABIL ITY  OETERMINATION

.  
ITpact  o f  unsul t rb l l l t ,  Des lonat lons on the suppl "  o f

Coal and the Economv of Erncrv Countv

The cconolV of Encry County has tradftlonally had r strong rnlnlng base.

lftnfng accounts for 29 pcrccnt of the Erncry County worklng populatlon

(utan Dcpartnent of Ernploymnt Sccurlty, l97g) rnd 47.6 pcrccnt of the

total crrnlngs rlthln thc county (U.S. Deprtncnt of Coran€Fclr 1977).

In Enrery County, coal accounts for 93 pcrcent of the nlnlng lndustry

(Ncman, 1979). tl lnlng cxperlenccd r rrpid growth ln Enery county

during the 1970s. As an cxamp'lc, only 364 Jobs rcrc t{ed to the nincral

lndustry ln 1970, rhl lc ln 1978, thcre rcrc 1,596 such rorkcrs (gmptoynent

Sccurlty, Deprrtnant of Conmerce); Thcre ls no questlon that coal ls and

wJll continue to be one of the strongest ccononlc forcrs ln Enery County.

The dcmand for coal ls cxpected to lncreasc ln the future. Thls conclusion

ls suPPorted by rlccnt Departnent of Energy proJected coal production

cstinates f6r the Ulntah-Southwcstern Utah Coal Region. In 1975, total

productlon In this rcalon was l0. l  ml l l lon ton3. Thc Dcprrtnent of

Energy has cstlnrted thrt corl pr.oductlon fr.on thls rcAlon could vary

f ron 13.9 to  14.5 ml l l lon tons by 1985 rnd f rcn 16.9 to  20.5.  mi l l lon

tons ln 1990. To reach thcsc pr.oductlon lcvels coal could comc fr.orn

cxlst lng lcascs, pr l fercncc r lght lcasc appl lcat lons, and ncw lcases.
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0n June l ,  1979, Sccrctary of thc Interlor Andrus detcrnined that an

addlt lonal lO9 mil t lon tons of coal should be offered to help meet the

fdentlfled pr.oductlon targcts.

Applfcrt lon of the unsultrbl l l ty crt tar lr  ln thc San Rafael Planning

Area regulted fn 14 pcrcant (3,492 rcrcs) of the Ennry PCA, containing

sonc 53 rnl l l lon tons of rccovrlblc coal resrrves as belng classlf ied as

unsultable- Thls lcavts a tott l  of 21,798 rcrcs, r l th an cst lmated

333.5 rnill lon tons of rccoverablc Federrl corl rescrves In the PCA.

tlonc of the coal lcrcage In the Tasatch Plcteau KRCRA (5,515 acres with

80 mllllon tons of recoverable coal rcsrvGs) ras detcrnined to be

unsui tabl e.

Because of the relatlvc abundancc of coal ,n ,n. area and only 14 percent

of the total recovcrable rcservcs ln the PCA rere lncluded, the unsuit ,abif  i - .y

designatlons are not ant lclpatad to result  ln an advcrse lmpact on

cither the supply of coa'l or the Gconory of Brury County.


